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* = Response is required  

Please address these questions relative to course-level and program-level outcomes 
assessment. If you would like to attach supplemental documents, exit this form and use 
the "Attachments" button (bottom left-hand corner).  

* 1. What Outcomes/Courses were assessed in 2016/17?  

The PSYC 259 (Behavioral Science Statistics Laboratory) course was assessed during the Spring 2017 
semester. Two sections of this course were offered and both sections were assessed. This assessment 
targeted all Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) associated with this course: 

Critical Thinking: Demonstrate critical thinking in reading, writing, and/or speaking about analyses 
generated through the use of statistical analysis software for the behavioral sciences, thereby 
identifying problems, theses, arguments, evidence and conclusions. 

Communication: Write and/or speak about analyses generated through the use of statistical analysis 
software for the behavioral sciences, thereby addressing problems, formulating theses, making 
arguments, analyzing and weighing evidence, and deriving conclusions. 

Awareness of Research Methodology and Technology: Compare and contrast the different research 
methods used in Behavioral Sciences; demonstrate understanding of the applications and implications 
of technology and its appropriate uses. 

  

* 2. What venues for discussion of outcomes assessment did your program have?  

The Outcomes Across the Campus Flex meetings were utilized in Fall 2016, Spring 2017 and Fall 2017. 
Monthly department meetings also include ongoing discussion of outcomes and assessment.  

In addition, during the Spring 2017 semester, a meeting specifically devoted to discussion of PSYC 101 
was held for all interested Mesa PSYC instructors, and the program is planning on scheduling another 
one of these meetings during the Spring 2018 semester. 

  

  



* 3. What have these assessments revealed about your courses/program?  
This pilot assessment indicated that it is possible to develop an assessment tool targeting multiple 
outcomes, and revealed that for this particular course, students successfully met the outcome targets 
for this course. 

* 4. What do you plan to do with these results? Next steps?  

We are reassessing the PSYC 259 course during the current Fall 2017 semester, with the additional 
component of a rubric to accommodate more than one instructor. Since the two sections of PSYC 259 
offered this semester are each taught by a different instructor, it was a good opportunity to reassess this 
course with this additional component. Since many of our courses have multiple sections with different 
instructors, this direct assessment will hopefully provide us with information about how best to deal 
with this type of assessment scenario. Results of this assessment will be discussed at the Spring 2018 
Outcomes meeting during Flex. 

* 5. Based on your assessments, have you identified any resource needs? Explain.  

Both facilities and equipment needs were identified as a result of these assessments: 

Facilities: Based on our assessments, we have identified the need for students to have access to SB216 
outside of class time to work on assignments and research analyses. This need is highlighted by the fact 
that the computer program SPSS is installed onto each computer in this particular classroom. This 
statistical program is widely used across multiple disciplines and is fundamental to the field of 
Psychology.  Thus, it is critical to have a computer lab interval (in addition to class time) so that students 
have additional time to use this software because this program is uniquely found in SB216 and only 
available to students during classroom sessions. 

Equipment: Based on our assessment, it was determined that our students require the use of extra 
equipment including laptops and similar mobile devices. These resources would allow our students to 
finish their homework and assignments outside of the SB216 classroom where this SPSS statistical 
software is uniquely found on campus. It should be noted that these laptop resources were previously 
approved by the HSI STEM Conexiones Grant and provisions had been made for this, however no such 
resources have been allocated to our program as of yet. In addition, it is essential to have a full set of 
SPSS manuals housed in SB216 for students to use during class time that provide additional instructions 
about the use of this statistical program. It should be noted that our faculty have attempted to acquire 
these manuals via the mini-grant mechanism, however only five books were granted, and because the 
courses that use these books hold up to 35 students, our need remains largely unfulfilled. 

  

* 6. What are your assessment plans (course/program) for 2017-18?  

As stated in item #4 above, we are reassessing the PSYC 259 course during the current Fall 2017 
semester, with the additional component of a rubric to accommodate more than one instructor. In 
Spring 2018, we plan on assessing four courses (PSYC 125, 161, 166, and 211). We also plan to hold a 
PSYC 101 meeting to discuss assessment and various other issues specific to this course. 



We are also continuing our discussion of future development of assessments for our courses that have 
more sections, multiple instructors, and larger enrollments, along with assessment of our Program 
Learning Outcomes (PLOs). 

* 7. Are you on target with your assessment schedule?  
Yes  

If No, what plans do you have to get the assessment process on schedule?  
No answer specified  

8. Any other comments? (optional)  
No answer specified  


